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Area Students Win Youth Trips
TCEC congratulates selected delegates

Virginia BullerGwynlyn Hannah Riley Lehnert
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Eleven area students have been selected to 
participate in summer events courtesy of TCEC. 
Although the original trips have been canceled, 
alternate events will be held. The experience will 
be interactive and rewarding for the winners.

Three high school juniors will participate in the Rural Electric 
Youth Tour Washington, D.C., alternate event through the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association from June 18-20. 

Youth Tour
The three Youth Tour delegates are:
VIRGINIA BULLER, Turpin High School
GWYNLYN HANNAH, Turpin High School
RILEY LEHNERT, Turpin High School

Leadership Camp
Two high school juniors will attend the KEY Leadership 
Conference as part of the Youth Leadership Camp from Kansas 
Electric Cooperatives, Inc. between June 21-25. The two Leadership 
Camp delegates are:
SARAH ESTES, Turpin High School
PARKER PERRY, Elkhart High School

Youth Leadership Summit
Two high school seniors will attend the Youth Leadership Summit 
in Oklahoma City as part of the Oklahoma Youth Expo. These 
seniors also will be awarded scholarships.
ANAHI AGUILAR, Boise City High School
NATALIE WATSON, Guymon High School
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As more electric utilities pursue zero- or 
low-carbon initiatives by 2035 and beyond, 
this challenge will grow more complex. So, 
what’s the answer?

Electric cooperatives and others in the 
energy sector will continue to develop 
renewable options and pursue new 
technologies. But absent new large-scale 
alternatives and advances in energy 

Energy E�iciency
T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H
Some manufacturers set water heater thermostats 
at 140 degrees, but most households usually 
only require them to be set at 120 degrees. 
Consider lowering your water heater’s 
temperature to save energy and slow 
mineral buildup in the heater and pipes. 
SOURCE: ENERGY.GOV

Electrical Safety
TIP OF THE MONTH
If you’re planning an outdoor project that requires 
digging near buried utility lines, call 811 fi rst. This 
protects you and our community as disrupting an 
underground utility line can interrupt service, 
cause injuries and cost money to repair.
SOURCE: NRECA
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Ensuring reliability as power supply tightens
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Supply and Demand
Ensuring reliability as power supply tightens

TCEC CEO Zac Perkins

Generation Report
Solar and wind are 
part of the robust 
mix of renewable 
energy TCEC 
members receive.

SOURCE: JANUARY 

2021 GENERATION

60%
RENEWABLES

You expect reliable and a� ordable 
electricity from your electric cooperative, 
so how does your co-op deliver on that 
promise?

A complex network of electricity 
generators and tens of thousands of miles 
of electrical lines work together to ensure 
that enough electricity is available on the 
coldest winter morning and during the 
dog days of summer. 

What happens when the demand for 
power overwhelms the ability to provide 
it? That’s a particularly vexing question 
given the transition taking place in how 
electricity is produced and shared across 
this network. 

The key to meeting the energy needs so 
essential to your quality of life is balancing 
electricity supply with demand. While that 
may sound simple, there is a complex web 
of facilities and organizations that work 
together to make it happen each day. 

Regional transmission organizations 
coordinate, control and monitor the electric 
grid across several states in a region. Think 
of them as energy tra�  c managers on an 
interstate highway system, regulating the 

number of cars – in this case, electricity – and 
their destination. 

Even so, on some days there is an 
imbalance in that system that leads to 
rolling power interruptions or blackouts 
— so-called “max-gen” events. In those 
cases, supply simply can’t keep up. In the 
Midcontinent region comprised of 15 
states, there were six max-gen events from 
2006-2016. Since 2016, there have been 15, 
including three last July and August alone. 

Simply, that’s because power plants 
that generate electricity are being closed 
faster than new producers come online. 
In most cases, traditional large-scale 
power suppliers such as coal and nuclear 
plants are being closed and replaced by 
alternatives on a much smaller scale. And 
this gap is closing more quickly despite the 
development of new natural gas-fueled 
power plants. 

Traditional large-scale power suppliers such as coal and nuclear plants are being closed and replaced 
by alternatives on a much smaller scale.

Electric cooperatives and others in the energy sector are continuing to develop renewable options 
and pursue new technologies.

Energy Camp
Four eighth-graders will attend the 
alternate Energy Camp event o� ered by 
the Oklahoma Association of Electric 
Cooperatives. They are:
 JACOB BURCHARD, Guymon School
GUINEVERE GHERNA, 

Yarbrough School
 JAXON LEHNERT, Turpin School
ALAN NEVAREZ, Yarbrough School

About the Trips
When youth trips take place, TCEC pays 
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As more electric utilities pursue zero- or 
low-carbon initiatives by 2035 and beyond, 
this challenge will grow more complex. So, 
what’s the answer?

Electric cooperatives and others in the 
energy sector will continue to develop 
renewable options and pursue new 
technologies. But absent new large-scale 
alternatives and advances in energy 

storage, the stalwarts of today’s energy 
fl eet — coal and nuclear energy facilities 
— must continue to operate in many 
regions. In some, they remain the most 
cost-e� ective options for producing 
electricity. 

Fossil fuel generation like coal and 
natural gas are needed to keep the lights 
on. It is simply a fact.

Electrical Safety
TIP OF THE MONTH
If you’re planning an outdoor project that requires 
digging near buried utility lines, call 811 fi rst. This 
protects you and our community as disrupting an 
underground utility line can interrupt service, 
cause injuries and cost money to repair.
SOURCE: NRECA
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Ensuring reliability as power supply tightens

Simply, that’s because power plants 
that generate electricity are being closed 
faster than new producers come online. 
In most cases, traditional large-scale 
power suppliers such as coal and nuclear 
plants are being closed and replaced by 
alternatives on a much smaller scale. And 
this gap is closing more quickly despite the 
development of new natural gas-fueled 
power plants. 

Traditional large-scale power suppliers such as coal and nuclear plants are being closed and replaced 
by alternatives on a much smaller scale.

Electric cooperatives and others in the energy sector are continuing to develop renewable options 
and pursue new technologies.

www.tcec.coop/pay

Life shouldn’t have 
to stop when your 

bills are due.

Get the SmartHub app 
today and set up recurring, 

automatic payments so 
you can get back to what’s 

most important.

Find an updated list 
of members or 
former members 
who were issued 
a capital credit 
check that was 
returned 
to the cooperative.
VISIT WWW.TCEC.COOP 

Find an updated list 

former members 
who were issued 

Energy Camp
Four eighth-graders will attend the 
alternate Energy Camp event o� ered by 
the Oklahoma Association of Electric 
Cooperatives. They are:
 JACOB BURCHARD, Guymon School
GUINEVERE GHERNA, 

Yarbrough School
 JAXON LEHNERT, Turpin School
ALAN NEVAREZ, Yarbrough School

About the Trips
When youth trips take place, TCEC pays 

transportation, lodging, meals and other 
incidental costs incurred with all trips. 
Students are responsible for souvenirs and 
any extra personal items they may need. 

If you know a student who will 
be a junior in the 2021-2022 school 
year, encourage them to submit their 
name when applications open in early 
November. More details are available 
online at www.tcec.coop under “Our 
Community” then “Youth Programs.” 

For additional information, call TCEC at 
580-652-2418 or email info@tcec.coop.
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C O - O P  C O N N E C T I O N S  S P OT L I G H T

Angela’s Wellness Center
ANGELA WILLEY opened her 
business in Elkhart in 2013. 
Angela’s Wellness Center was 
recognized as the Business of 
the Year for the Southwest 
region of Kansas in 2019. Angela 
has been an active massage 
therapist for the last 16 years. 

She has recently expanded 
the wellness center by opening 
The Fuel Bar. It complements 
the overall health and wellness 
program by o� ering juices, 
shakes, smoothies, energy drinks 
and healthy snacks. 

“I love my community and 
love o� ering this variety of 
services to my clients,” said 
Angela. “I have a wonderful team and I 
am blessed beyond measure to have the 
family support that I have.” 

She added, “My family, my business 
partner Kirby Abney, and my clients are my 
biggest supporters.” 

Angela’s Wellness Center o� ers a variety 
of services that include the following: 
Whole-body 

Cryotherapy
Magnawave
 IVita Drip Therapy
Refl exology
Chiropractic
Slimming

Sculpting
Cyrofacials 
Massages
Cupping 
Hot Stone
Aromatherapy 

Show your Co-op Connections card 
from TCEC at Angela’s Wellness Center 
to receive half o�  the price of the 
Magnawave or 10% o�  at the Fuel Bar. Your 
card is available on the Co-op Connections 

mobile app and was mailed to you by the 
cooperative. If you need a replacement 
card, please contact TCEC.

For More Information
Angela’s Wellness Center
309 Morton Street 
Elkhart, Kansas 67950
620-697-4816
Monday–Friday 8:45 a.m.-6:15 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Co-op Connections is Free
To get your free card, download the Co-
op Connections app on your phone and 
register as a TCEC member. For questions, 
contact us at 580-652-2418 or info@tcec.
coop. Co-op Connections is a member 
benefi t brought to you by TCEC as part of 
our commitment to community.

Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board
RANDY SCHREINER
District 1

GAYLA JAMES
District 2

RONNY WHITE
District 3

BEAU RAPP
District 4

KYLE HAWKINS
District 5

LARRY DUNN
District 6

SHAWN MARTINEZ
District 7

MARVIN HEADRICK
District 8

RICHARD RADCLIFF
District 9

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth Friday
of every month. The next meeting is April 23 at 10 a.m.

Payment Options
AutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)

Pay As You Go (Prepay)

Online Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)

Pay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)

Payment Drop O�  (O�  ce in Hooker)

Payment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up

Accepting applications at 
www.tcec.coop/oru. 

MARCH 1 
ACCOUNT BALANCE: 
$16,830.52

TCEC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LEVI BICKFORD
ALISHA GRIFFITH
JILL JOHNSON
SHELBY ROCHE
BECKY JETT

MARLA HOUTZ
MELINDA VERES
EUGENE DAY
WHITNEY HAMPTON

Win a $100 Gift Certificate
As the featured Co-op Connections business 
in April, TCEC members who show their Co-
op Connections membership card at Angela’s 
Wellness Center can enter a drawing for a 
$100 gift certifi cate. No purchase is necessary.

Win a $100 Gift Certificate
As the featured Co-op Connections business 
in April, TCEC members who show their Co-
op Connections membership card at Angela’s 
Wellness Center can enter a drawing for a 
$100 gift certifi cate. No purchase is necessary.

Above: Owner Angela 
Willey behind the Fuel Bar 
at her Wellness Center. 

Right: Angela’s Wellness 
Center from the front of 
the building.
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