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Landscaping? Please Call 811 Before You Dig
If you’re considering a project to make your outdoor 
space more beautiful or functional that requires 
digging, please call 811 before you start. Your local 811 
call center will notify local utilities, including TCEC, 
to mark underground lines. Several different types of 
utilities bury lines underground, from the broadband 
company burying fiber lines to the city with water and 
gas lines. 

Calling 811 to have underground lines marked will 
help your project proceed safely without disrupting 

essential services like electricity, gas or internet. 
According to a recent survey conducted by the 

Common Ground Alliance, the most popular planned 
projects cited included:
	fPLANTING A TREE OR SHRUB: 62%
	fBUILDING A FENCE: 37%
	fBUILDING A DECK OR PATIO: 32%
	f INSTALLING A MAILBOX: 20%
	f INSTALLING A POOL: 6%
	fSOMETHING ELSE: 26%
Additionally, of the millions of homeowners who 

plan to dig this year for projects like the above, 
nearly two in five (37%) will put themselves and their 
communities at risk by digging without contacting 
811 beforehand to learn the approximate location of 
underground utilities.

“Calling 811 is a free service every member should 
take advantage of before starting a project that 
requires digging,” said Chris Purdy, TCEC member 
solutions vice president. “Whether your project is 
large or small, calling 811 three working days before 
digging to have the locations of underground utility 
lines marked will improve your project’s safety and 
help you avoid potentially costly repairs.”

According to the Common Ground Alliance’s 
damage information reporting tool, an underground 
utility line is damaged every nine minutes in the 
United States. This adds up to more than 200,000 
preventable hits to underground utility lines 
nationwide annually.

811 is a designated toll-free number for homeowners 
and professional excavators and is serviced by 
regional offices. Operators answering calls and emails 
will dispatch all necessary utilities to properly mark 
underground utility lines with paint or flags. To learn 
more, visit www.call811.com.
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Energy Efficiency
T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H
A dirty filter causes your air conditioner to work 
harder than necessary. Remember to change your 
air filter every month (or every two months) to 
prevent dust buildup, which can lead to 
even bigger problems.

Electrical Safety
TIP OF THE MONTH
When working on do-it-yourself projects, do 
not use power tools with an extension cord that 
exceeds 100 feet in length. Also, never use power 
tools near live electrical wires or water pipes. 
Use extreme caution when cutting or drilling 
into walls where electrical wires or water 
pipes could be accidentally touched or 
penetrated. SOURCE: ESFI.ORG

Generation Report
M A R C H  2 0 2 1
Solar and wind are 
part of the robust 
mix of renewable 
energy TCEC 
members receive.

73%
RENEWABLES

M E M B E R  M AT T E R S

Call Us if Your Energy  
Needs Change B Y  Z A C  P E R K I N S ,  C E O

Adding on to your house or property? Check with TCEC early.

As an electric cooperative founded to serve our members, we 
don’t want anyone surprised by the cost of moving electrical 
lines, adding a meter, or upgrading electrical service. 

If your energy needs change, please contact us early in the decision process. 
Our staking team can help you understand whether a cost will be associated 
with the change and if so, issue you a price quote. In other instances, they 
can help you find which electric rate in the tariffs will apply and whether an 
agreement with the cooperative will be necessary.

If any of the following situations apply to you now or in the future, please 
call us to discuss your needs. We’re here to help. 
	fBuilding a new house 
	fAdding onto an existing house
	fAdding a shop or outbuilding where service already exists
	f Installing equipment at your home or business that will use 5,000 watts (5 
horsepower) or more 
	fSwitching from gas heat to all-electric heat in your home
	f Installing an electric vehicle charger at your home
	fAdding solar, wind, or other renewable energy options to your home
	fAdding a standby generator to your home or business
If you have questions regarding your service with TCEC, please call 580-652-

2418 or email info@tcec.coop.
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TCEC Members Fund Donations  
to 12 Local Organizations
Operation Round Up program gives back to the community

TCEC’s member-supported Operation Round Up 
program awarded $16,900 to 12 local organizations 
through the TCEC Foundation in April. Operation 
Round Up is a program where members voluntarily 
have their electric bill rounded up to the next even 
dollar amount each month. Together, that small 
change adds up to make a big difference throughout 
the TCEC service area. 

The TCEC Foundation approved donations to the 
following programs at its April board meeting.
	f$500 to the Beaver Duster Mentoring Program
	f$2,500 to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes
	f$1,000 to the Girl Scouts of Texas Oklahoma Plains
	f$1,400 to the Guymon Lions Club
	f$1,000 to the Hands for Hope Food Pantry 
	f$2,500 to the Hardesty Fire Department
	f$1,000 to the Hooker Fights Hunger Food Pantry 
	f$1,000 to the Hooker Senior Citizens
	f$1,000 to the Oaks of Mamre 
	f$2,000 to the Boy Scouts of America
	f$1,000 to the Boy Scouts Troop 163
	f$1,000 to the Boy Scouts Troop 3163
	f$1,000 to the Boy Scouts Troop 4163
The TCEC Foundation board of directors meets quarterly to review applications for funds. The next regularly 

scheduled meeting is July 14, 2021. The program was established with the simple mission of giving funds for 
charitable purposes in the TCEC service area. Visit www.tcec.coop/oru for more information.

Through Operation Round Up, TCEC members provided a donation to Beaver Duster Mentoring Program. Pictured from left 
are: Cole Trippet, Shelia Bellew, Susan Schmidt, Linda Downing, Olene Hale, Jordan Hilton, Harper Hilton and Bob Downing. 

Hardesty Firefighters 
received a donation 
funded by TCEC 
members. Pictured are 
Tye Frantz, left, and 
Crystal Bollinger, right.

TCEC Foundation Report
Beginning Balance 1/1/2021 0.00
Deposits 21,973.82
Checks Issued (16,900.00)
Ending Balance 4/30/2021 5,073.82
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Willow Way 
Boise City boutique and greenhouse has unique offerings
SANDY WELLS opened the 
Willow Way boutique and 
greenhouse 11 years ago in Boise 
City, Oklahoma. Sandy said she 
always dreamed of owning her 
own business and wanted to 
contribute to her community by 
offering unique items.

Located at 409 E. Main 
Street, Willow Way is a 
boutique that offers trendy 
clothing, accessories, home 
décor, wrought iron and 
seasonal bedding plants. 

Willow Way also offers a greenhouse 
that houses beautiful flowers in the spring 
and summer and serves as an event center 
in the offseason. The greenhouse event 
center has hosted many different events 
that include:
	fWeddings
	fBaby showers
	fBirthday parties

	fGirl nights 
	fSucculent parties 

“I want people to know that the stores 
and community are worth the trip to Boise 
City,” Sandy said.

Willow Way offers a large variety of 
different popular brands that include the 
following:
	fWillow Way Shirts
	fPosh Peanut
	fMud Pie
	f Judy Blue Jeans
	fKanCan Jeans

	fBridgewater 
Candles
	fGame Day 
Ironworks

Willow Way also offers wedding and baby 
registries that are popular among locals. 

Show your Co-op Connections card 
from TCEC at Willow Way to receive 
20% off your purchase of $100 or more, 

excluding sales or discounted merchandise, 
limit one use per quarter. 

For More Information:
Willow Way
409 E Main St.
Boise City, OK 73933
580-544-0544
Hours: Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m-2 p.m. 

Co-op Connections is Free
Show your Co-op Connections 
membership card from TCEC at 
participating local businesses to support 
them while saving money. 

Your Co-op Connections membership 
card was initially mailed to you by the 
cooperative. Can’t find it? Download 
the Co-op Connections app on your 
phone and register as a TCEC member 
to use the free digital card in the app. 
Co-op Connections is a member benefit 
brought to you by TCEC as part of our 
commitment to community. Learn more at 
www.tcec.coop/ccc.

Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board
RANDY SCHREINER 
District 1

GAYLA JAMES 
District 2

RONNY WHITE 
District 3

BEAU RAPP 
District 4

KYLE HAWKINS 
District 5

LARRY DUNN 
District 6

SHAWN MARTINEZ 
District 7

MARVIN HEADRICK 
District 8

RICHARD RADCLIFF 
District 9

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth Friday 
of every month. The next meeting is June 25 at 10 a.m.

Payment Options
	fAutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)

	fPay As You Go (Prepay)

	fOnline Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)

	fPay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)

	fPayment Drop Off (Office in Hooker)

	fPayment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up

Accepting applications at 
www.tcec.coop/oru. 

MAY 1 TOTAL ASSETS  

$10,525.28

TCEC FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Win a $100 Gift Certificate
As the featured Co-op Connections business in June, TCEC 
members who show their Co-op Connections membership card 
at Willow Way can enter a drawing for a $100 gift certificate. No 
purchase is necessary.

Willow Way boutique and greenhouse owner Sandy Wells. 

LEVI BICKFORD
ALISHA GRIFFITH
JILL JOHNSON
SHELBY ROCHE
BECKY JETT

MARLA HOUTZ
MELINDA VERES
EUGENE DAY
WHITNEY HAMPTON
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