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YOUTH TRIPS RETURN

Summer 2022

Applications open now for all-expense-paid trips
Summer 2022 may seem like a long time away as
fall fades and winter approaches, but finding and
selecting stellar delegates for youth trips takes time.
We encourage all eligible students to apply for the
summer youth trips from TCEC. Apply online at www.
tcec.coop/youth.
All told, the cooperative will select 11 delegates for
its youth trips.
f Four eighth-graders will go to Energy Camp in
Hinton, Oklahoma.
f Three high school juniors will go to Washington,
D.C., as part of the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour.
f Two high school juniors will go to Steamboat
Springs, Colorado, for the Cooperative Youth
Leadership Camp.
f Two high school seniors will be selected to attend
the Youth Leadership Summit in Oklahoma City
and will receive a $500 scholarship, too.

The safety of our students and chaperones is our
top priority. If trip coordinators feel that travel is
unsafe, we will cancel the trips. In this case, we may
ask delegates to participate in an alternate activity for
an award.
If you know someone of the right age who attends
school in the TCEC service territory, be sure to tell
them about this extraordinary opportunity. Students
will make friends that last a lifetime while learning
new leadership skills.
TCEC pays for transportation, lodging, meals, and
other incidental costs incurred with all trips. Students
are responsible for souvenirs and extra personal items
they may need.
Virtual tours of the trips and application details are
online at www.tcec.coop/youth. Summer will be here
before you know it.
Don’t delay; enter today!
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M E M B E R M AT T E R S

Winter Weather
is Unpredictable

BY Z AC P E R K I N S , C E O

Prepare for power outages before they occur
I can’t stress enough the importance of
our members preparing themselves for
the unexpected. Potential weather events
like ice storms, high winds and blizzards
can wreak havoc on our electrical system.
In recent years, TCEC has done everything
reasonably possible to make our electrical
system more resilient and reliable. Even
then, we cannot eliminate all risks to the
system. Our crews are ready to respond
should power outages occur in our area.
We don’t know what to expect from
the weather this winter, other than it will
be unpredictable. I encourage you to have
a plan and be prepared for unexpected
outages. Ready.gov provides some helpful
tips to prepare for power outages and
winter weather.

Have Supplies on Hand

Take an inventory of the items you need
that rely on electricity. Plan for batteries
and other alternative power sources to
meet your needs when the power goes
out, such as a portable charger or power
bank. Have ﬂashlights for every household
member. Determine whether your home
phone will work in a power outage and
how long battery backup will last.

Know Your Medical Needs

Talk to your medical provider about a
power outage plan for medical devices
powered by electricity and refrigerated
medicines. Find out how long medication
can be stored at higher temperatures and
get specific guidance for any medications
that are critical for life.

Food Storage

Have enough nonperishable food and
water. Keep freezers and refrigerators
closed. The refrigerator will keep food cold
for about four hours. A full freezer will
keep the temperature for about 48 hours.
Use coolers with ice if necessary. Monitor
temperatures with a thermometer. Throw
out food if the temperature is 40 degrees
or higher.

Using Appliances During Power Outages
Install carbon monoxide detectors with
battery backup in central locations on
every level of your home to avoid carbon
monoxide poisoning. Generators, camp
stoves or charcoal grills should always be
used outdoors and at least 20 feet away
from windows. Never use a gas stovetop
or oven to heat your home. Turn off

or disconnect appliances, equipment,
or electronics. Power may return with
momentary surges or spikes that can
cause damage.
If you do use a generator, be sure it
is properly grounded and NEVER plug
the generator into a wall outlet. Only
a licensed electrician should connect a
generator to a main electrical panel by
installing the proper equipment, such as
a double-throw switch. If the generator
is not connected correctly, it could cause
power to backfeed on power lines that
lineworkers believe are de-energized,
risking their lives.

Connect with TCEC

Download the SmartHub app at www.tcec.
coop/pay to register your electric account
and be prepared to easily report a power
outage. Follow us on social media to see
the latest updates during a storm.
I hope we don’t experience severe
weather this winter, but we can never
predict Mother Nature’s plans. At TCEC, we
recommend that you act today because
there is power in planning. From our co-op
family to yours, we hope you have a safe
and wonderful winter.

AUGUST 2021
Fall is the perfect time to prep your home for the
upcoming winter chill. One of the best ways you
can save energy is to caulk and weatherstrip areas
around windows and doors. Seal plumbing,
ducting and areas where electrical wiring
comes through walls, floors and ceilings for
additional energy savings.

Solar and wind are
part of the robust
mix of renewable
energy TCEC
members receive.

46%
RENEWABLES

They’re handy, but extension cords cause an
estimated 3,300 structure fires a year, according to
ESFI. Don’t plug extension cords into one another
and inspect cords for damage before use.
SOURCE: SECURITYNERD.COM

SOURCE: ENERGY.GOV
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A Slice of History

Retired employee Ruby Fast talks about the past
RUBY FAST, a lifelong resident of Hooker, fondly recalls

her time working at TCEC. She began her career at
Tri-County Electric Cooperative in 1954, before the
cooperative was even in business for a decade. Ruby
was the co-op’s first female employee. Then General
Manager Sid Hussey offered her a job, and she gladly
accepted. At the time, the cooperative consisted of
about 15 employees. A lot changed in her 40-year
career at the cooperative.
During her time at TCEC, Ruby served in many roles
within the cooperative. She recalls one of her first
responsibilities was driving out in the country to ask
people if they wanted electricity.
“If people wanted electricity, they had to sign
a membership application and pay $5,” Ruby said.
“Nobody had power out in the country. We went out
and signed people up.”
When Ruby wasn’t out asking people if they
wanted electricity, she worked in the office. She took
payments, answered phone calls, and helped keep
inventory in the warehouse. Ruby also coordinated
work orders as needed for the linemen.
“We only had one car, and we had to drive to
different towns like Adams and Hardesty to read
meters,” she said. “It would take all day, and we would
have to walk from house to house. The days were long
and exhausting.”
In the 1980s, TCEC got its first computers. Ruby
recalls having training meetings to learn how to
operate the computers and the new billing system.
After the training meetings concluded, she moved to
the billing department.
Ruby had the honor of working for four of the six
general managers of TCEC, including:
f Sid Hussey, 1950-1957
f Jeff Montgomery, 1957-1975
f John E. Norman, 1975-1986
f Jack Perkins, 1986-2017
When asked who her favorite general manager was,

ABOVE: Ruby

Fast with
the ﬁrst TCEC cookbook
published in 1961.

RIGHT: Ruby Fast today

with the copy of the
most recent cookbook
published in 2020.

she said she enjoyed
working for all of
them. She kindly
stated each of them
did their best for the
cooperative.
Ruby retired in 1994. She is featured in TCEC’s 75th
Anniversary Commemorative Cookbook published in
2020. The historical photo shown here was taken of her
in 1961. The more recent photo is Ruby today with the
new cookbook.

to
er

If people wanted electricity, they had to sign a membership application and pay $5.
Nobody had power out in the country. We went out and signed people up. RUBY FAST
NOVEMBER 2021
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Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945
OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board
RANDY SCHREINER

LARRY DUNN

GAYLA JAMES

SHAWN MARTINEZ

RONNY WHITE

MARVIN HEADRICK

BEAU RAPP

RICHARD RADCLIFF

District 1

District 2

District 6
District 7

District 3

District 8

District 4

District 9

KYLE HAWKINS
District 5

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth
Friday of every month. The next meeting is
FRIDAY, NOV. 19 AT 10 A.M.

Payment Options
f AutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)
f Pay As You Go (Prepay)
f Online Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)
f Pay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)
f Payment Drop Off (Office in Hooker)
f Payment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up
Accepting applications at
www.tcec.coop/oru.
OCT. 1
TOTAL ASSETS

$41,603.23
TCEC FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LEVI BICKFORD

MARLA HOUTZ

ALISHA GRIFFITH

MELINDA VERES

JILL JOHNSON

EUGENE DAY

SHELBY ROCHE

WHITNEY HAMPTON

BECKY JETT
TCEC LIVEWIRE
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CO-OP CONNECTIONS

Hooker Hardware & Auto
HOOKER HARDWARE &
AUTO is a member of the

True Value Co-op and Napa
Auto Parts. Area community
members founded the store
in 2012 when they realized a
real need for such a multifaceted establishment offering
ABOVE: Show your Co-op
a large variety of services and
Connections membership
products. Co-owner Craig
card before purchase at
Adams relocated to Hooker to
Hooker Hardware & Auto on
manage the store.
U.S. Highway 54 in Hooker to
“We offer unique and
receive $10 off a purchase of
$50 or more through the end
personalized services,
of the year, excluding lumber
along with top name brand
and power tools. RIGHT:
products,” said Craig. “Our
Hooker Hardware & Auto Co-owner Craig Adams.
Bertch cabinets are custom.
We can design and order them to suit
Craig added that customers would soon
any home. We offer Milwaukee cordless
be able to visit the True Value catalog
tools, Stihl trimmers and chainsaws, and
online and see what is on hand locally.
Larson doors. We also have an assortment
TCEC members who show their Co-op
of housewares, gifts and toys, including
Connections membership card at Hooker
Melissa & Doug. We take pride in knowing
Hardware & Auto RECEIVE $10 OFF A
PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE through the
that we are a one-stop shop in Hooker,
Oklahoma.”
end of the year, excluding lumber and
New items are currently being stocked
power tools.
for the upcoming holiday season. Hooker
Hardware & Auto has something to offer
For More Information
everyone, including the following:
Hooker Hardware & Auto
f Automotive Parts f Workwear
116 E. Highway 54, Hooker, Oklahoma
f Hand and Power
f Pet Supplies
580-652-1225
Tools
f Farm and Ranch
htvhnapa@gmail.com
f Home Renovation
Supplies
Hours: Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m. and
Materials
f Lumber and
Saturday, 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
f Houseware,
Building Materials
Storage and
f Toys and Gifts
Co-op Connections is Free
Organization
f Glass, Key and
Your Co-op Connections membership
f Paint
Pipe Cutting
card was initially mailed to you by the
f Grills and
f Screen and
cooperative. Download the Co-op
Accessories
Window Repair
Connections mobile app and register as
f Lawn and Garden f Plumbing
a TCEC member to use the free digital
Accessories and
Materials
card. Co-op Connections is a member
Power Equipment
benefit TCEC brings to you as part of our
commitment to community.

Win $100 Gift Card
As the featured Co-op Connections business in November, you
can show your Co-op Connections membership card at Hooker
Hardware and Auto to enter a drawing to win a $100 gift card.
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