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TCEC’s Commitment to Community
Members give back to local communities
TCEC established Operation Round Up with a mission of giving
funds for charitable, educational, or emergency service purposes.
Members can voluntarily round their bills up to an even dollar
amount, giving them a chance to make a difference in their
communities. Though this may seem like small change to an
individual, together, it significantly impacts organizations throughout
the cooperative’s service area.
This quarter, the independent TCEC Foundation board of
directors awarded $15,000 to seven local organizations that applied
for funds. TCEC would like to thank all members who participate in
Operation Round Up to make this program possible.
The TCEC Foundation is pleased to announce the donations to
the following programs.
f $1,500 to HOOKER FIGHTS HUNGER for the Hooker food pantry
f $3,000 to ARTIST INCUBATION to support the Fall Youth Art

Camp
f $1,600 to HANDS FOR HOPE for freezer and bags
f $2,100 to ELKHART SENIOR CITIZENS Dances

ABOVE: Representatives from the Elkhart Senior Citizens were appreciative

of the Operation Round Up grant from TCEC’s members. From left to
right: Sherry Farmer, Duane Williams, Mary Lou Coen, Iris Scruggs and
Dennis Queen. Not pictured are Julie and Gary Talbert.

BELOW: The Oct. 23 Elkhart Senior Citizens dance was made possible in
part by the Operation Round Up program and members like you.

f $2,200 to GIRL SCOUTS OF TEXAS OKLAHOMA PLAINS for a

camping trailer
f $2,500 to GUYMON ROTARY CLUB for

the third-grade dictionaries project
f $2,100 to MORTON COUNTY LIBRARY

for outdoor renovations
f The TCEC Foundation Board of Directors

meets quarterly to review applications
for funds. Applications are due JAN.
1, 2022, for consideration at the next
meeting on Jan. 12. Visit www.tcec.coop/
oru for more information.
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Rising Power Costs
Impact Electric Bills
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Explaining the charges on your bill
Several factors have recently inﬂuenced the amount
you pay for electricity. Average temperatures this fall
7
were higher than last year. Therefore, many people
6
used more electricity for cooling than usual in the
previous months.
5
Please keep in mind that I’m writing this in late
4
October for publication in December. We originally
released much of what you will read here in an article
3
posted to local media outlets, our website and our
2
social media channels in mid-October.
The cooperative’s power supply costs have also
1
increased along with the roughly 200% increase in
0
natural gas prices compared to last year. The change in
energy costs caused the amount charged per kilowatthour (kWh) for the power cost adjustment line item
on electric bills to increase to $0.025 per kWh.
Several line items reﬂect power costs on your
electric bill. They are:
f SERVICE AVAILABILITY CHARGE – A fixed fee that recovers a
portion of the infrastructure costs required to deliver power.
f ENERGY CHARGE – A charge billed at a fixed rate per kWh
based on the amount of electricity you use.
f POWER COST ADJUSTMENT – Also based on the amount of
electricity used, this charge is variable based on generation and
transmission expenses.
f FEBRUARY 2021 WEATHER EVENT RIDER — A 10-year rate rider
billed at $0.003 per kWh used to recoup costs from Winter
Storm Uri.

Henry Hub Natural Gas Spot Price
Dollars per Million Btu
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If you would like to learn more about factors inﬂuencing your
electric bill, you can visit https://tcec.coop/bill.
The baseload power generation for TCEC’s power supplier,
Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, is natural gas. Year to date, the
increased volatility and inﬂation in natural gas prices has resulted
in over 30% more cost to generate electricity than in recent years.
As the generation power supply mix becomes more reliant upon
dispatchable and intermittent sources, the likelihood of price
volatility increases. Because of this, some costs become more
difficult to predict.
TCEC strives to contain controlled costs. TCEC delivers safe,
reliable electricity at the
Continued on next page f
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Solar and wind are
part of the robust
mix of renewable
energy TCEC
members receive.

48%
RENEWABLES
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Heading out of town for the holiday season?
Remember to unplug electronics that draw a phantom
energy load. Some gadgets like TVs, phone chargers,
gaming consoles and toothbrush chargers
use energy when plugged into an outlet––
even when they’re not in use.
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Turn off all electrical decorations before leaving
home or going to sleep. Do not overload
electrical outlets with too many decorations or
appliances. Always inspect extension cords for
damage or exposed wires before use.
SOURCE: NRECA
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Rising Power Costs Impact Electric Bills Continued from previous page f
lowest cost possible. Since 2016, TCEC’s
controlled costs have decreased by 30.33%.
Improved system reliability has reduced the
need for overtime labor hours and costly
repairs. Closely managing the cooperative’s
staffing needs to keep headcount low and
the organization efficient has also helped
reduce costs. TCEC has reduced costs
cumulatively by $43 million since 2016 to
keep electricity prices as stable as possible.
Members can take many low-to-no-cost
measures to lower their energy use and save

on their electric bills. Please visit www.tcec.
coop/save for free tips and publications that
can help you take those steps.
If you believe that your energy use is
higher than usual despite taking energysaving steps, you can request an energy
analysis by filling out the online form
at www.tcec.coop under “Service” at
the bottom of the “Save” page. If you
have questions regarding your electric
service, call TCEC at 580-652-2418 or email
memberservice@tcec.coop.

Let’s Build Your Future Together
TCEC can help you realize your dreams
OPSU Scholarships

For new freshmen and
returning sophomores to
Oklahoma Panhandle State
University, the cooperative
funds eight scholarships
valued at $2,000 each. The
Panhandle State Foundation
administers the scholarships
with APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
DEC. 1, 2021, TO FEB. 15, 2022.

More information can be found
at www.opsu.edu.

Golden Spread Electric Cooperative Director’s Memorial Scholarship

TCEC is a member of Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, which offers a $2,000 scholarship
to students who plan to attend a college in Kansas, Oklahoma or Texas. The scholarship
deadline is MARCH 1 each year, and applications should be made directly to the
Opportunity Plan. The application and brochure can be found on Golden Spread’s website
at www.gsec.coop.

Youth Leadership Summit Trip and Scholarship

Two high school seniors will be selected to attend the Youth Leadership Summit in
Oklahoma City and will receive a $500 scholarship to the school of their choice. High
school seniors attending a school within the TCEC service territory are eligible to apply.
Applicants must be able to participate in the Youth Leadership Summit scheduled
for Monday, March 14, 2022, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
APPLICATIONs are DUE BY 5 P.M. ON JAN. 10, 2022. To apply, visit www.tcec.coop/ylsapp.
Detailed information and application links for these scholarship opportunities can be
found at WWW.TCEC.COOP/SCHOLARSHIPS. While you’re there, be sure to check out the
youth trips for younger students.

DON’T GET

Tripped Up
Never tamper with or
remove a meter seal
Please take notice that not only is
tampering with a meter seal illegal,
but it could also result in severe
injuries or an additional cost at the
member’s expense. Under TCEC’s
tariffs, the cooperative must be
notified when a meter seal needs to
be removed. In this case, TCEC will
send personnel to the site as soon
as possible.
A tampered meter could result in:
f $250 trip charge
f Electrical shock or other injuries
f Damaged meter
f Increase rates for other members

If an electrician or member
chooses to remove the meter seal,
TCEC is not liable for any damages
or injuries that might occur. If you
believe that a meter seal has been
broken or tampered with, please
contact TCEC at 580-652-2418.
To view the full Rules and
Regulations of Service and Tariffs,
visit www.tcec.coop under the
“Cooperative” tab.

You can find the TCEC
meter seal at the bottom
of your meter. For your
safety, and the safety of
others, do not remove
or tamper with the seal.
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Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945
OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board
RANDY SCHREINER

LARRY DUNN

GAYLA JAMES

SHAWN MARTINEZ

RONNY WHITE

MARVIN HEADRICK

BEAU RAPP

RICHARD RADCLIFF

District 1

District 2

District 6
District 7

District 3

District 8

District 4

District 9

KYLE HAWKINS
District 5

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth
Friday of every month. The next meeting is
FRIDAY, DEC. 17 AT 10 A.M.

Payment Options
f AutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)
f Pay As You Go (Prepay)
f Online Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)
f Pay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)
f Payment Drop Off (Office in Hooker)
f Payment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up
Accepting applications at
www.tcec.coop/oru.
NOV. 1
TOTAL ASSETS

$34,128.84
TCEC FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LEVI BICKFORD

MARLA HOUTZ

ALISHA GRIFFITH

MELINDA VERES

JILL JOHNSON

EUGENE DAY

SHELBY ROCHE

WHITNEY HAMPTON

BECKY JETT
TCEC LIVEWIRE
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CO-OP CONNECTIONS

The Poppy Shop
The Poppy
Shop is located
in downtown
Beaver at 129
Douglas Avenue.
Owner KATIE
KING opened The
Poppy Shop in
February 2021.
Katie is originally
from Forgan but
moved away
for college. She
came to visit
for Cow Chip in
2020 and felt like
a lot of things
she had growing
ABOVE: The Poppy Shop owner Katie King.
up weren’t here
RIGHT: The Poppy Shop prides itself on
carrying Oklahoma-made products and
anymore. She
inventory, including earrings, hoodies,
decided to move
pillows and candles.
back and open The
Poppy Shop.
“I wanted to invest in a community
For More Information
that invested so much in me for all those
129 Douglas Ave.
years,” Katie said.
Beaver, Oklahoma
Along with its full-service ﬂower shop,
580-625-4581
The Poppy Shop recently added a coffee
www.thepoppyshopﬂoral.com
bar that has been popular among locals.
Hours: Monday-Friday from, 7a.m.-5 p.m.,
The Poppy Shop offers a full espresso
Saturday from 8 a.m.-noon
coffee bar that includes:
f Italian Sodas
f Oklahoma
Co-op Connections is Free
f Cold Brew
made coffee –
Your Co-op Connections membership
f Lattes
Elemental Coffee
card was initially mailed to you by the
f Baked goods
cooperative. Download the Co-op
TCEC members who show their CoConnections mobile app and register as
op Connections membership will receive
a TCEC member to use the free digital
10% off their purchase of $50 or more
card. Co-op Connections is a member
(excludes sale items).
benefit TCEC brings to you as part of our
commitment to community.

Win $100 Gift Card
As the featured Co-op Connections business in
December, you can show your Co-op Connections
membership card at The Poppy Shop to enter a
drawing to win a $100 gift card.
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